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To  thofe  who  have  pcnifed  ttie  accoiftit  of  the  laft 
voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  followinJlflReets 
may,  at  firft  fight,  appear  fuperfluous.  The  author,  how- 
ever, being  of  opinion,  that  the  event  of  Captain  Cook’s 
death  has  not  yet  been  fo  expUdtly  relataJ  as  the  import- 
ance of  it  required,  trufts  that  this  Narrative  will  not  be 
found  altogether  a repetition  of  what  is  already  known. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  wiflies  to  add  his  humble  teftimony 
to  the  merit  of  the  account  given  of  this  tranfadtion  by 
Captain  King.  Its  brevity  alone  can  afford  an  excufe  for 
this  publication,  the  object  of  which  is  to  give  a more 
particular  relation  of  that  unfortunate  affair,  which  he 
finds  is  in  general  but  imperfedly  underftood.  He  thinks 
himfelf  warranted  in  faying  this,  from  having  frequently 
obferved,  that  the  public  opinion  feemed  to  attribute  the 
lofs  of  Captain  Cook’s  life,  in  Tome  meafure,  to  rafhnefs 
or  too  much  confidence  on  his  fide ; whereas  nothing  can 
be  more  ill-founded  or  unjuft.  It  is,  therefore,  a duty 
which  his  friends  owe  to  his  charader,  to  have  the  whole 
affair  candidly  and  fully  related,  whatever  fails  it  may 
involve,-  that  may  appear  of  a difagreeable  nature  to  indi- 
2 viduak. 
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vkluals.  The  author  is  confident,  that  if  Captain  King 
could  have  forefeen,  that  any  uTong  opinion  refpedling 
Captain  Cook,  would  have  been  the  confequence  of  omit- 
ting fome  circumftances  relative  to  his  death  ; the  good- 
natured  motive  that  induced  him  to  be  filent,  would  not 
have  flood  a moment  in  competition  with  the  fuj3erior  call 
of  juflice  to  the  memory  of  his  friend.  This  publica- 
tion, he  is  fatisfied,  would  not  have  been  difapproved  of 
by  Captain  King,  for  whofe  memory  he  has  the  highefl 
elleem,  and  to  whofe  ffiendflaip  he  is  under  many  obliga- 
tions. He  is  fanguine  enough  to  believe,  that  it  will  ferve 
to  remove  a fuppofition,  in  this  fingle  inftance,  injurious  to 
the  memory  of  Captain  Cook,  who  was  no  lefs  diftin- 
guiflaed  for  his  caution  and  prudence,  than  for  his  eminent 
abilities  and  undaunted  refolution. 

The  late  appearance  of  this  Narrative  has  been  owing 
to  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  writer,  whofe  domellic  refi- 
.dence  is  at  a great  diftance  from  the  metropolis,  and  whofe 
duty  frequently  calls  him  from  home  for  feveral  months 
together,  fie  has  the  pleafure  of  adding,  that,  in  pub- 
lilhing  the  following  account  of  Captain  Cook’s  death,  he 
a<5ls  in  concurrence  with  the  opinion  of  fome  very  refpedl- 
able  perfons. 


N A R R A- 


-.r 


"S,, 


V 


-r«>*  • 


tf 


-Jt 


i 

< 


k. 


J.  y,'  ^oanAj>/9t‘ 
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D E A T FI 

O F 

CAPTAIN  COOK. 

IN  the  month  of  January,  1779,  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  lay  about  a fortnight  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
Kerag,e,goo,ah  in  the  Ifland  of  Ou,vhy,ee.  During 
that  time,  the  fhips  were  moft  plentifully  fupplied  with 
provifions  by  the  natives,  with  whom  we  lived  on  the 
moft  friendly  terms.  We  were  univerfally  treated  by  them 
with  kind  attention  and  hofpitality  ; but  the  refpedt  they 
paid  to  Captain  Cook,  was  little  Ihort  of  adoration.  It  was, 
therefore,  with  fentimcnts  of  the  moft  perfedl  good-will 


* I take  it  for  granted,  that  moft  of  thofe  into  whofc  hands  thefe  pages  may  fall, 
have  perufed  Captain  Cook’s  laft  Voy.ige,  and  therefore,  I have  all  along  mentioned 
the  names  of  the  principal  affors  in  this  account,  as  people  with  whom  they  are  already 
acquainted.  But  as  I differ  fo  much  in  the  orthography  of  the  language  of  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands  from  that  ufed  in  the  printed  Voyage,  it  becomes  neceffary  for  me  to 
explain  the  names  I ufe  in  this  narrative,  by  thofe  already  known.  It  may  appear 
llrange,  how  we  fhouM  differ  fo  much ; but  fo  it  is  ; — which  is  the  moft  accurate, 
fome  future  vifiter  may  determine. 


Karakakooa  I call 

Terreeoboo  ■ 

Kowrowa  

Kancecabareea  

Maiha  i..alha  


Ke,rag,c,goo,ah, 

Kariopoo, 

Kavaroah, 

Kaneckapo,hcrei, 

Ka,mea,mca. 
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towards  the  inhabitants,  that  we  left  the  harbour,  on  the 
fourth  of  February.  It  was  Captain  Cook’s  intention  to- 
vifit  the  other  illands  to  leeward,  and  we  Rood  to  the 
wcllward,  towards  Mowee,  attended  by  feveral  canoes  fulb 
of  people,  who  were  willing  to  accompany  us  as  far  as 
they  could,  before  they  bad  us  a final  adieu. 

On  the  fixth,  we  were  overtaken  by  a gale  of  wind;^ 
and  the  next  night,  the  Refolution  had  the  misfortune  of 
fpringing  the  head  of  her  foremaft,  in  fuch  a dangerous 
manner,  that  Captain  Cook  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Keragegooah,  in  order  to  have  it  repaired ; for  we  could 
find  no  other  convenient  harbour  on  the  ifland.  The 
lame  gale  had  occafioned  much  diftrefs  among  fome  canoes,, 
that  hatl  paid  us  a vifit  from  the  Ihore.  One  of  them, 
with  two  men  and  a child  on  board,  was  picked  up  by  the 
Refolution,  and  refeued  from  deftrucRion  : the  men,  hav-' 
ing  toiled  hard  all  night,  in  attempting  to  reach  the  land, 

were  fo  much  exhaufted,  that  they  could  hardly  mount 

• 

the  fliip’s  fide.  When  they  got  upon  the  quarter-deck,, 
they  burft  into  tears,  and  feemed  much  affedted  with  the- 
dangerous  fituation  from  which  they  had  efcaped;  but  the- 
little  child  appeared  lively  and  cheerful.  One  of  the  Refo— 
lution’s  boats  was  alfo  fo  fortunate  as  to  fave  a man  and. 
two  women,  whofe  canoe  had  been  upfet  by  the  violence 
of  the  waves.  They  were  brought  on  board,  and,  with 
the  others,  partook  of  the  kindnefs  and  humanity  of' 
Captain  Cook. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednefday,  the  tenth,  we  were- 
within  a few  miles  of  the  harbour  ; and  were  foon  joined 
by  feveral  canoes,  in  which  appeared  many  of  our  old. 
acquaintance,  who  feemed  to  have  come  to  welcome  us 
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"back.  Among  them  was  Coo, aha,  a prieft : he  had 
brought  a fmall  pig,  and  fome  cocoa  nuts  in  his  hand, 
which,  after  having  chaunted  a few  fentences,  he  pfe- 
fented  to  Captain  Clerke.  rfe  then  left  us,  and  haftened 
on  board  the  Refolution,  to  perform  the  fame  friendly 
ceremony  before  Captain  Cook.  Having  but  light  winds 
all  that  day,  we  could  not  gain  the  harbour.  In  the  after- 
noon, a chief  of  the  firft  rank,  and  nearly  related  to 
Kariopoo,  paid  us  a viflt  on  board  the  Difcovery.  His  name 
was  Ka,  mea,  mea  : he  was  dreffed  in  a very  rich  feathered 
cloke,  which  he  feemed  to  have  brought  for  fale,  but 
would  part  with  it  for  nothing  except  iron  daggers.  Thefe, 
the  chiefs,  fome  time  before  our  departure,  had  preferretl 
to  every  other  article ; for  having  received  a plentiful 
fupply  of  hatchets  and  other  tools,  they  began  to  col- 
le<Sl  a ftore  of  warlike  inftruments.  Kameamea  pro- 
cured nine  daggers  for  his  cloke,  and^  being  pleafed  with 
his  reception,  he  and  his  attendants  flept  on  board  that 
night. 

In  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  of  February,  the  fliips 
anchored  again  in  Keragegooah  bay,  and  preparation  was 
immediately  made  for  landing  the  Refolution’s  foremaft. 
We  were  vifited  but  by  few  of  the  Indians,  becaufe  there 
were  but  few  in  the  bay.  On  our  departure,  thofe  belong- 
ing to  other  parts,  had  repaired  to  their  feveral  habitations, 
and  were  again  to  collect  from  various  quarters,  before  we 
could  expeA  to  be  furrounded  by  fuch  multitudes  as  we 
had  once  feen  in  that  harbour.  In  the  afternoon,  I walked 
about  a mile  into  the  country,  to  vifit  an  Indian  friend, 
whd  had,  a few  days  before,  come  near  twenty  miles,  in 
a fmall  canoe,  to  fee  me,,  while  the  llaip  lay  becalmed. 
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As  the  canoe  had  not  left  us  long  before  a gale  of  wind 
came  on,  1 u as  alarmed  for  the  confequence  : however,  I 
had  the  pleafure  to  find  that  my  friend  had  efcaped  un*- 
luirt,  though  not  without  fome  difficulties.  I take  notice 
of  this  fliort  cxcurfion,  merely  becaufe  it  afforded  me  an 
opportunity  of  obferving,  that  there  appeared  no  change 
in  the  difpofition  or  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants.  I faw 
nothing  that  could  induce  me  to  think,  that  they  were  dif- 
pleafed  with  our  return,  or  jealous  of  the  intention  of  our 
lecond  vilTt^  On  the  contrary,  that  abundant  good  nature 
u hich  had  always  chara(5hfed  them,  feemed  ftill  to  glow 
in  every  bofom,  and  to  animate  every  countenance. 

The  next  day,  February  the  twelfth,  the  fhips  were  put 
under  a taboo,  by  the  chiefs,  a folemnity,  it  feems,  that 
was  requifite  to  be  obferved  before  Kariopoo,  the  king, 
paid  his  firll  vifit  to  captain  Cook,  after  his  return.  He 
waited  upon  him  the  fame  day,  on  board  the  Refolution, 
attended  by  a large  train,  fome  of  which  bore  the  prefents 
defigned  for  Captain  Cook,  who  received  him  in  his  ufual 
friendly  manner,  and  gave  him  feveral  articles  in  return. 
This  amicable  ceremony  being  fettled,  the  taboo  was  dif- 
folved,  matters  went  on  in  the  ufual  train,  and  the  next 
day,  February  the  thirteenth,  we  were  vifited  by  Che  na- 
tives in  great  numbers  ; the  Refolution’s  maft  was  landed^ 
and  the  agronomical  obfervatories  eredted  on  their  former 
fituation.  I landed,  with  another  gentleman,  at  the  town 
of  Kavaroah,  \yhere  we  found  a great  number  of  canoes, 
juft  arrived  from  different  parts  of  the  iftand,  and  the  In- 
dians bufy  in  conftrudfing  temporary  huts  on  the  beach, 
for  their  refidence  during  the  ftay  of  the  fliips.  On  our 
return  on  board  the  Difeovery,  we  learned,  that  an  Indian 
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liaci  been  cletecfled  in  ftealing  the  armourer’s  tongs  from  the 
forge,  for  which  he  received  a pretty  fevere  flogging,  and 
was  fent  out  of  the  fhip.  Notwithftanding  the  example 
made  of  this  man,  in  the  afternoon  another  had  the  auda- 
city to  fnatch  the  tongs  and  a chizel  from  the  fame  place, 
u'ith  which  he  jumped  overboard,  and  fwam  for  the  fhore. 
The  mafter  and  a midfliipman  were  inftantly  difpatched 
after  him,  in  the  fmall  cutter.  The  Indian  feeing  himfelf 
purfued,  made  for  a canoe  ; his  countrymen  took,  him  on 
board,  and  paddled  as  fwift  as  they  could  towards  the 
fliore ; we  fired  feveral  mufkets  at  them,  but  to  no  effetfl, 
for  they  foon  got  out  of  the  reach  of  our  fliot.  Pareah, 
one  of  the  chiefs,  who  w'as  at  that  time  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery,  underftanding  what  had  happened,  immediately 
went  afliore,  promiflng  to  bring  back,  the  ftolen  goods. 
Our  boat  was  fo  far  diftanced,  in  chafing  the  canoe  which 
had  taken  the  thief  on  board,  that  he  had  time  to  make 
his  efcape  into  the  country.  Captain  Cook,  who  was  then 
on  fliore,  endeavouretl  to  intercept  his  landing ; but,  it 
feems,  that  he  was  led  out  of  the  way  by  fome  of  the  na- 
tives, who  had  officioufly  intruded  themfelves  as  guides. 

As  the  mafter  was  approaching  near  the  landing-place,  he 
w as  met  by  fome  of  the  Indians  in  a canoe : they  had 
brought  back  the  tongs  and  chizel,  together  with  another 
article,  that  we  had  not  miffed,  w’hich  happened  to  be  the 
lid  of  the  w^ater-cafk.  Having  recovered  thefe  things,  he 
was  returning  on  board,  w hen  he  was  met  by  the  Refolu- 
tion’s  pinnace,  with  five  men  in  her,  who,  without  any 
' orders,  had  come  from  the  obfervatories  to  his  affiftance. 
Being  thus  unexpectedly  reinforced,  he  thought  himfelf 
ftrong  enough  to  infift.  upon  having  the  thief,  or  the 
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canoe  which,  took  him  in,  delivered  up  as  rejjrizals.  With 
that  view  he  turned  back ; and  having  found  the  canoe  on 
the  beach,  he  was  preparing  to  launch  it  into  the  water, 
when  Pareah  made  his  appearance,  and  infifted  upoft  his  not 
taking  it  away,  as  it  was  his  property.  The  officer  not  re- 
garding him,  the  chief  feized  upon  him,  pinioned  his 
arms  behind,  and  held  him  by  the  hair  of  his  head  ; on 
which,  one  of  the  failors  llruck  him  with  an  oar:  Pareah 
inflantly  quitted  the  officer,  fnatched  the  oar  out  of  the 
man’s  hand,  and  fnapp>ed  it  in  two  acrofs  his  knee.  At 
length,  the  multitude  began  to  attack  our  people  with 
Rones.  They  made  forae  refiRance,  but  were  foon  over- 
powered, and  obliged  to  fwim  for  fafety  to  the  fmall  cut- 
ter, which  lay  farther  out  than  the  pinnace.  The  officers, 
not  being  expert  fwimmers,  retreated  to  a fmall  rock  in 
the  water,  where  they  were  clofely  i^urfued  by  the  Indians. 
One  man  darted  a broken  oar  at  the  maRer ; but  his  foot 
flipping  at  the  time,  he  miffed  him,  which  fortunately 
faved  that  officer’s  life.  At  laR,  Pareah  interfered,  and 

I 

put  an  end  to  their  violence.  The  Gentlemen,  knowing 
that  his  prefence  was  their  only  defence  againR  the  fury 
-of  the  natives,  entreated  him  to  Ray  with  them,  till  they 
could  get  off  in  the  boats  ; but  that  he  refufed,  and  left 
them.  The  maRer  went  to  feek  affi Ranee  from  the  party 
at  the  obfervatories ; but  the  midfhipman  chofe  to  remain 
in  the  pinnace.  He  was  very  rudely  treated  by  the  mob, 
who  plundered  the  boat  of  every  thing  that  was  loofe  on 
board,  and  then  began  to  knock  her  to  pieces,  for  the 
fake  of  the  iron-work  ; but  Pareah  fortunately  returned 
in  time  to  prevent  her  deRrudion.  He  had  met  the  other 
gentleman  on  liis  way  to  the  obfervatories,  and  fufjieding 
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his  errand,  had  forced  him  to  return.  He  difperfed  the 
crowd  again,  and  defired  the  gentlemen  to  return  on  board : 
they  reprefented,  that  all  the  oars  had  been  taken  out  of 
the  boat ; on  which  he  brought  fome  of  them  back,  and 
the  gentlemen  were  glad  to  get  off,  without  farther  mo- 
leftation.  They  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  they  were 
overtaken  by  Pareah,  in  a canoe  r he  delivered  the  mid- 
fhipman’s  cap,  which  had  been  taken  from  him  in  the 
fcuffle,  joined  nofes  with  them,  in  token  of  reconciliation,, 
and  was  anxious  to  know,  if  Captain  Cook  would  kill  him 
for  what  had  happened.  ' They  alTured  him  of  the  con- 
trary, and  made  ligns  of  friendlhip  to  him  in  return.  He 
then  left  them,  and  paddled  over- to  the  town  of  Kavaroah,. 
and  that  was  the  laft  time  we  ever  faw  him.  Captain 
Cook  returned  on  board  foon  after,  much  difpleafed  w ith 
the  whole  of  this  difagreeable  bufinefs and  the  fame 
night,  fent  a lieutenant  on  board  the  Difcovery,  to  learn’, 
the  particulars  of  it,  at  it  had  originated  in  that  fliip. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  in  the  midft  of  the  hurry  and. 
confufion  attending  this  affair,  Kanynah  (a  chief  who  had. 
always  been  on  terms  particularly  friendly  with  us)  came 
from  theijx)t  w'here  it  happened,  with  a hog  to  fell  on 
board  the  Difcovery  : it  was  of  an  extraordinary  large  fize,. 
and  he  demanded  for  it  a pahowa,  or  dagger,  of  an  un- 
ufual  length.  He  pointed  to  us,  that  it  muft  be  as^  long 
as  his  arm.  Captain  Clerke  not  having  one  of  that  length, 
told  him,  he  would  get  one  made  for  him*  by  the  morn- 
ing; with  which  being  fatisfied,  he ‘left  the.  hog,  and- 
went  afliore  without  making  any  ftay  with  us.  It  will 
not  be  altogether  foreign  to  the  fubje<ft',  to  mention  a cir- 
cumitance,  that  happened  to-day  on  board  the  Refolution.. 
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An  Indian  chief  afked  Captain  Cook  at  his  table,  if  he  was 
'Tata 'Toa  \ which  means  a fighting  man,  or  a foldier. 
Being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  defired  to  fee  his 
wounds  : Captain  Cook  held  out  his  right-hand,  which 
had  a fear  U2X)n  it,  dividing  the  thumb  from  the  finger, 
the  whole  length  of  the  metacarpal  bones.  The  Indian, 
being  thus  convinced  of  his  being  a Toa,  pvit  the  fame 
queftion  to  another  gentleman  prefent,  but  he  happened 
to  have  hone  of  thofe  dilUngui filing  marks  ; the  chief  then 
faid,  that  he  himfelf  was  a Toa,  and  fliewed  the  fears  of 
fome  wounds  he  had  received  in  battle.  Thofe  who  were 
Gii  duty  at  the  obfervatories,  ivere  difiurbed  during  the 
night,  with  flirill  and  melancholy  founds,  iffuing  from  the 
adjacent  villages,  which  they  took  to  be  the  -lamentations 
of  the  women.  Perhaps  the  quarrel  between  us,  might 
have  filled  their  minds  with  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety 
of  their  hufbands  : but,  be  that  as  it  may,  their  mournful 
cries  ftruck  the  fentinels  with  unufual  awe  and  terror. 

To  widen  the  breach  between  us,  fome  of  the  Indians, 
in  the  night,  took  away  tlie  Difco.very’s  large  cutter,  which 
lay  fwamped  at  the  buoy  of  one  of  her  anchors  : they  had 
carried  her  ofi'  fo  quietly,  that  we  did  not  mifs  her  till  the 
morning,  Sunday,  February  the  fourteenth.  Captain 
Clerke  loft  no  time  in  waiting  upon  Cajitain  Cook,  to  ac- 
(luaint  him  with  the  accident : he  returned  on  board,  with 
orders  for  the  launch  and  fmall  cutter  to  go,  under  tine 
command  of  tlie  fecond  lieutenant,  and  lie  off  the  eaft 
point  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  intercept  r.ll. canoes  that  might 
attempt  to  get  out ; and,  if  he  found  it  necefiary,  to  fire 
\ipon  them.  At  tlic  fame  time,  the  third  lieutenant  of  the 
I'cfolution,  ^\ith  the  launch  and  fmall  cutter,  was  fent  on 
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the  fame  fervice,  to  the  oppofite  point  of  the  bay  ; and  the 
matter  was  difpatched  in  the  large  cutter,  in  piurfuit  of  a 
double  canoe,  already  under  fail,  making  the  bett  of  her 
way  out  of  the  harbour.  He  foon  came  up  with  her,  and 
by  firing  a few  mufkets,  drove  her  on  Ihore,  and  the  In- 
dians left  her  : this  happened  to  be  the  canoe  of  Omea,  a 
man  who  bore  the  title  of  Orono.  He  was  on  board  him- 
felf,  and  it  would  have  been  fortunate,  if  our  people  had 
fecured  him,  for  his  perfon  was  held  as  facred  as  that  of 
the  king.  During  this  time.  Captain  Cook  was  preparing 
to  go  afliore  himfelf,  at  the  town  of  Kavaroah,  in  order 
to  fecure  the  perfon  of  Kariopoo,  before  he  fhould  have 
time  to  withdraw  himfelf  to  another  part  of  the  ifland, 
out  of  our  reach.  This  appeared  the  moft  effectual  ttep 
that  could  be  taken  on  the  prefent  occafion,  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  boat.  It  was  the  meafure  he  had  invariably 
purfued,  in  fimilar  cafes,  at  other  iflands  in  thefe  feas, 
and  it  had  always  been  attended, with  the  defired  fuccefs  : 
in  fadt,  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  otlier  mode 
of  proceeding  on  thefe  emergencies,  likely  to  attain  the 
objedt  in  view.  VVe  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  king 
and  his  attendants  had  fled  when  the  alarm  was  firtt  given : 
in  that  cafe,  it  was  Captain  Cook’s  intention  to  fecure  the 
large  canoes  which  were  hauled  up  on  the  beach.  He 
left  the  fliip  about  feven  o’clock,  attended  by  the  lieute- 
nant of  marines,  a feijeant,  coriX)ral,  and  feven  private 
men  ; the  pinnace’s  crew  were  alfo  armed,  and  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Roberts.  As  they  ro^ved  towards  the  fliore. 
Captain  Cook  ordered  the  launch  to  leave  her  ttation  at  the 
well  ix)int  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  aflitt  his  own  boat. 
This  is  a circumttance  worthy  of  notice;  for  it  clearly  fhews, 
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that  he  was  not  unapprehenfive  of  meeting  with  rellftance 
from  the  natives,  or  unmindful  of  the  necelTary  prepara- 
tion  for  the  fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  people.  I will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  from  the  apjiearance  of  things  juft  at  that 
time,  there  was  not  one,  befide  himfelf,  who  judged  that 
fuch  precaution  was  abfolutely  requifite : fo  little  did  his 
condudt  on  the  occafion,  bear  the  marks  of  raflmefs,  or  a 
precipitate  felf-confidence ! He  landed,  with  the  marines^ 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Kavaroah  : the  Indians 
immediately  flocked  round,  as  ufual,  and  fhewed  him  the 
cuftomary  marks  of  refpedt,  by  proftrating  themfelves  be- 
fore him.  There  were  no  ligns  of  hoftilities,  or  much 
alarm  among  them.  Captain  Cook,  however,  did  not  feem 
w illing  to  truft  to  appearances ; but  was  particularly  atten- 
tive to  the  difpofition  of  the  marines,  and  to  have  them 
kept  clear  of  the  crowd.  He  firft  enquired  for  the  king’s 
fons,  two  youths  who  were  much  attached  to  him,  and 
generally  his  companions  on  board.  Meflengers  being  fent 
for  them,  they  foon  came  to  him,  and  informing  him  that 
their  father  was  afleep,  at  a houfe  not  far  from  them,  he 
accompanied  them  thither,  and  took  the  marines  along 
with  them.  As  he  pafled  along,  the  natives  every  where 
proftrated  themfelves  before  him,  and  feemed  to  have  loft 
no  part  of  that  refpecft  they  had  always  fhewn  to  his  perfon. 
He  was  joined  by  feveral  chiefs,  among  whom  was  Kany- 
nah,  and  his  brother  Koohowrooah.  They  kept  the  crowd 
in  order,  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom;  and  being  igno- 
rant of  his  intention  in  coming  on  Ihore,.  frequently  afked 
him,  if  he  wanted  any  hogs,  or  other  provifions  : he  told 
them  that  he  did  not,  and  that  his  bufinefs  w^as  to  fee  the 
king.  When  he  arrived  at  the  houfe,  he  ordered  fome  of 
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the  Indians  to  go  in,  and  inform  Karioix)o,  that  he  waited 
without  to  fpeak.  ^vith  him.  They  came  out  two  or  three 
times,  and  inftead  of  returning  any  anfw^er  from  the  king, 
prefented  fome  pieces  of  red  cloth  to  him,  which  made 
Captain  Cook  fufj^eil  that  he  was  not  in  the  houfe;  he 
therefore  defired  the  lieutenant  of  marines  to  go  in.  The 
lieutenant  found  the  old  man  juft  aw  aked  from  fleep,  and 
feemingly  alarmed  at  the  meflage  ; but  he  came  out  with- 
out hefttation.  Captain  Cook  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
in  a friendly  manner,  afked  him  to  go  on  board,  to  which 
he  very  readily  confented.  Thus  far  matters  appeared  in 
a favourable  train,  and  the  natives  did  not  feem  much 
alarmed  or  apprehenfive  of  hoftility  on  our  fide ; at  which 
Captain  Cook  exprelTed  himfelf  a little  furprized,  faying, 
that  as  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  appeared  innocent  of 
ftealing  the  cutter,  he  ftiould  not  moleft  them,  but  that 
he  muft  get  the  king  on  boanl.  Kariopoo  fat  down  before 
his  door,  and  was  furrounded  by  a great  crowd : Kanynah 
and  his  brother  were  both  very  adtive  in  keeping  order 
among  them.  In  a little  time,  however,  the  Indians  w'ere 
obferved  arming  themfelves  wdth  long  fpears,  clubs,  and 
daggers,  and  putting  on  thick  mats,  w'hich  they  ufe  as 
armour.  This  hoftile  appearance  increafed,  and  became 
more  alarming,  on  the  arrival  of  two  men  in  a canoe  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  with  the  news  of  a chief, 
called  Kareemoo,  having  been  killed  by  one  of  the  Dif- 
covery’s  boats,  in  their  paffage  acrofs  : they  had  alfo  de- 
livered this  account  to  each  of  the  Ihips.  Upon  that  in- 
formation, the  w'omen,  who  were  fitting  upon  the  beach 
at  their  breakfafts,  and  converfing  familiarly  with  our 
people  in  the  boats,  retired,  and  a confufed  murmur  fpread 
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through  the  crowd.  An  old  priefl  came  to  Captain  Cook, 
■^^■ith  a cocoa  nut  in  his  hand,  which  he  held  out  to  him 
as  a prefent,  at  the  fame  time  finging  very  loud.  He  was 
often  defired  to  he  filent,  hut  in  vain  : he  continued  im- 
portunate and  troublefome,  and  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
as  getting  rid  of  him  or  his  noife  : it  feemed,  as  if  he 
meant  to  divert  their  attention  from  his  countrymen,  who- 
were  growing  more  tumultuous,  and  arming  themfelves 
in  every  quarter.  Captain  Cook,  being  at  the  fame  time 
I'urrounded  by  a great  crowd,  thought  his  fituation  rather 
hazardous  : he  therefore  ordered  the  lieutenant  of  marines 
to  march  his  fmall  party  to  the  water-llde,  where  the  boats 
lay  within  a few  yards  of  the  fhore : the  Indians  readily 
made  a lane  for  them  to  pafs,  an^  did  not  offer  to  inter- 
rupt them.  The  diftance  they  had  to  go  might  be  about 
fifty  or  fixty  yards ; Captain  Cook  followed,  having  hold 
of  Kariopoo’s  hand,  who  accompanied  him  very  willingly; 
he  was  attended  by  his  wife,  two  fons,  and  feveral  chiefs. 
The  troublefome  old  priefl  followed,  making  the  fame  fa- 
vage  noife.  Keowa,  the  younger  fon,  went  dire(5lly  into 
the  pinnace,  expelling  his  father  to  follow ; but  juft  as- 
he  arrived  at  the  water-fide,  his  wife  threw  her  arms  about- 
his  neck,  and,  with  the  afliftance  of  two  chiefs  forced  him 
to  fit  down  by  the  fide  of  a double  canoe.  Captain  Cook 
cxpoftulated  with  them,  but  to  no  purpofe  : they  would 
not  fuffer  the  king  to  proceed,  telling  him,  that  he  would 
be  put  to  death  if  he  w'ent  on  board  the  fhip.  Kariopoo, 
whofe  conduct  feemed  entirely  refigned  to  the  will  of 
others,  hung  down  his  head,  and  appeared  much  dif- 
treffed. 
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While  the  king  was  in  this  fituation,  a chief,  well 
known  to  us,  of  the  name  of  Coho,  was  obferved  lurking 
near,  with  an  iron  dagger,  partly  concealed  under  his 
eloke,  feemingly,  with  the  intention  of  ftabbing  Captain 
Cook,  or  the  lieutenant  of  marines.  The  latter  proj)ofed  to 
fire  at  him,  but  Captain  Cook  would  not -permit  it.  . Coho 
clofing  upon  them,  obliged  the  officer  to  ftrike  him  with 
his  piece,  which  made  him  retire.  Another  Indian  laid 
hold  of  the  feijeant’s  mulket,  and  endeavoured  to  wrench 
it  from  him,  but  was  prevented  by  the  lieutenant’s  making 
a blow  at  him*  Captain  Cook,  feeing  the  tumult  increafe, 
and  the  Indians  growing  more  daring  and  refolute,  ol>- 
lerved,  that  if  he  were  to  take  the  king  off  by  force,  he 
could  not  do  it  without  facrificing  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
people.  He  then  paufed  a little,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
giving  his  orders  to  reimbark,  when  a' man  threw  a ftone 
at  him  ; which  he  returned  with  a difchargc  of  fmall  flior, 
(with  which  one  barrel  of  his  double  piece  was  loaded). 
The  man,  having  a thick  mat  before  him,  received  little  or 
no  hurt ; he  brandilhed  liis  fpear,  and  threatened  to  dart 
it  at  Captain  Cook,  who  being  ftill  unwilling  to  take  away 
his  life,  inftead  of  firing  with  ball,  knocked  him  down 
with  his  mulket.  He  expoftulated  ftrongly  with  the  molt 
forward  of  the  crowd,  upon  their  turbulent  .behaviour. 
He  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  getting  the  king  on  board, 
as  it  appeared  impradlicable ; and  his  care  was  then  only 
to  adl  on  the  defenfive,  and  to  fecure  a fafe  embarkation 
for  his  fmall  party,  which  was  clofely  preffed  by  a body 
of  feveral  thoufand  people.  Keowa,  the  king’s  fon,  who 
was  in  the  pinnace,  being  alarmed  on  hearing  the  firft 
firing,  was,  at  his. own  entreaty,  put- on  fliore  again  ; for 
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even  at  that  time,  Mr.  Roberts,  who  commanded  her,  did 
not  apprehend  that  Captain  Cook’s  perfon  was  in  any  dan- 
ger : otherwife  he  would  have  detained  the  prince,  which, 
no  doubt,  would  have  been  a great  check  on  the  Indians. 
One  man  was  obferved,  behind  a double  canoe,  in  the 
adlion  of  darting  his  fpear  at  Captain  Cook,  who  was 
forced  to  fire  at  him  in  his  own  defence,  but  hapjjened  to 
kill  another  clofe  to  him,  equally  forward  in  the  tumult : 
the  ferjeant  obfer\dng  that  he  had  miffed  the  man  he 
aimed  at,  received  orders  to  fire  at  him,  which  he  did, 
and  killed  him.  By  this  time,  the  impetuofity  of  the  In- 
dians w^as  fomewhat  repreffed ; they  fell  back  in  a body, 
and  feemed  llaggered  : but  being  pufhed  on  by  thofe  be- 
hind, tlaey  returned  to  the  charge,  and  poured  a volley  of 
ftones  among  the  marines,  who,  w ithout  waiting  for  or- 
-ders,  returned  it  with  a general  difcharge  of  mufketry, 
which  was  inftantly  followed  by  a fire  from  the  boats. 
At  this  Captain  Cook  was  heard  to  exprefs  his  aftonifliment : 
•he  waved  his  hand  to  the  boats,  called  to  them  to  ceafe 
firing,  and  to  come  nearer  in  to  receive  the  marines.  Mr. 
Roberts  immediately  brought  the  pinnace  as  clofe  to  the 
fliore  as  he  could,  without  groimding,  notwithflanding  the 
fliowers  of  ftones  that  fell  among  the  people:  but  Mr* 
John  Williamfon,  the  lieutenant,  who  commanded  in  the 
launch,  inftead  of  pulling  in  to  the  affiftance  of  CajTtain 
Cook,  withdrew  his  boat  further  off^  at  the  moment  that 
every  tiling  feems  to  have  depended  ujwn  the  timely  ex- 
ertions of  thole  in  the  boats.  By  liis  own  account,  he 
miftook  the  fignal : but  be  that  as  it  may,  this  circum- 
ilance  appears  to  me,  to  have  decided  the  fatal  turn  of  the 
affair,  and  to  have  removed  every  chance  w'hich  remained 
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with  Captain  Cook,  of  efcaping  with  his  life.  The  bufi- 
■efs  of  faving  the  marines  out  of  the  water,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that^  fell  altogether  ttpori  the  pinnace ; which- 
thereby  became  fo  much  crowded,  that  the  crew  were,  in. 
a great  meafure,.  prevented  from  ufmg  their  fire-arms,  or 
giving  what  alliflance  they  otherwife  might  have  done,  to 
Capjtain  Cook  ; fo  that  he  feems,  at  the  moft  critical  point 
of  time,  to  have  wanted  the  alliftance  of  both  boats,  owing, 
to  the  removal  of  the  launch.  For  notwithftanding  that 
they  kept  up  a fire  on  the  crowd  from  the  fituation  ta 
which  they  removed  in  that  boat,  the  fatal  confufion  which 
enfued  on  her  being  withdrawn,,  to  fay  the  leaft  of  it,  muft 
have  prevented  the  full  effie<5l,  that  the  prompt  co-opera- 
tion of  the  two  boats,  according  to  Captain  Cook's  orders, 
muft  have  had,  towards  the  jjrefervation  of  himfelf-  and. 
his  people.  At  that  time,  it  was  to  the  boats  alone,  that 
Captain  Cook  had  to  look  for  his  fafety ; for  when  the 
marines  had  fired,  the  Indians  rufhed  among  them,  and 
forced  them  into  the  water,  where  four  of  them  were  killed : 
their  lieutenant  was  wounded,  but  fortunately  efeaped,  and- 
was  taken  up  by  the  pinnace.-.  Captain  Cook  was  then- 
the  only  one  remaining,  on  the  • rock  : he  was  obferved . 
making  for  the  pinnace^  holding  his  left-hand  againft  the 
back  of  his  head,,  to*,  guard  it  from  the  ftones,  and  carry- 
ing his  mufket  under  the  other  arm.  An  Indian  was  feen 
following  him,  but  with  caution  and  timidity ; for  he 
flopped  once  or  twice,  as  if  undetermined  to  proceed.  At 
kift  he  advanced  upon  him  unaw^es,  and  with  a large  club*, 

or 
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received  was  from  a dagger,  as  it  is  reprefented  in  the  Voyage  j but,,  from  the  ac- 
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or  common  ftakc,  gave  him  a -blow  on  the  back  of  the 
head,  and  then  precipitately  retreated.  The  ftroke  feemed 
-to  have  Ihinned  Captain  Cook  : he  ftaggered  a few  paces, 
then  fell  on  his  hand  and  one  knee,  and  dropped  his  muf- 
ket.  As  he  was  rifing,  and  before  he  could  recover  his 
feet,  another  Indian  Rabbed  him  in  the  back  of  the  neck 
with  an  iron  dagger.  He  then  fell  into  a bite  of  water 
about  knee  deep,  where  others  crowded  upon  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  keep  him  under : but  ftruggling  very 
flrongly  with  them,  he  got  his  head  up,  and  calling  his 
look  towards  the  pnnace,  fc'emcd  to  folicit  allillance. 
Though  the  boat  was  not  above  live  or  fix  yards  dillant  from 
him,  yet  from  the  crowded  and  confufed  Rate  of  tiie  crew, 
it  feems,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  fave  him.  The 
Indians  got  him  under  again,  but  in  deeper  water  : he 
was,  however,  able  to  get  his  head  up  once  more,  and 
being  almoR  fpent  in  the  Rrttggle,  he  naturally  turned  to 
the  rock,  and  was  endeavouring  to  fupport  himfelf  by  it, 
when  a favage  gave  him  a blow  with  a club,  and  he  was 
feen  alive  no  more.  They  hauled  him  up  lifelefs  on  the 
rocks,  where  they  feemed  to  take  a favage  pleafure  in 
\ifing  every  barbarity  to  his  dead  body,  fnalching  the  dag- 
gers out  of  each  other’s  hands,  to  have  the  horrid  fatif- 
faclion  of  piercing  the  fallen  vidlim  of  their  barbarous 
cage. 

count  of  main  others,  who  were  alfo  cyc-vviincfTLs,  I am  confiJent,  in  faying,  that  he 
was  tint  itruck  with  a cluh.  I was  aftcrw'anls  confirmccl  in  this,  by  Kaireekea,  the 
prieft,  who  particularly  mentioned  the  name  of  the  man  wlio  gave  him  the  blow,  a:> 
well  as  that  of  tiic  chief  who  afterwards  ftruck  him  with  the  dagger.  1 his  is  a point 
not  worth  difputing  about ; I mention  it,  as  being  folicitous  to  be  accurate  in  this 
account,  cicinn  circumilanccs,  of  ihcnifclvc  , not  very  material. 
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I need  make  no  reflection  on  the  great  lol's  we  fuffcred 
on  this  occafion,  or  attempt  to  defcribe  what  we  felt.  It 
is  enough  to  fay,  that  no  man  was  c\er  more  hclovctl  or 
admired  : and  it  is  truly  painful  to  reflcdl,  that  he  feems 
to  have  fallen  a facrifice  merely  for  want  of  being  properly 
fupported ; a fate,  Angularly  to  be  lamented,  as  having  / 
fallen  to  his  lot,  who  had  ever  been  conr])icuous  for  his 
care  of  thofe  under  his  command,  and  who  feemed,  to  the 
laft,  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  their  prefervation,  as  to 
that  of  his  own  life. 

If  any  thing  could  have  added  to  the  fliame  and  indig- 
nation univerfally  felt  on  the  occaAon,  it  was  to  And,  that 
his  remains  had  been  deferted,  and  left  expofed  on  the 
beach,  although  they  might  have  been  brought  off.  It 
appears,  from  the  information  of  four  or  Ave  midfhipmen, 
who  arrived  on  the  fpot  at  the  concluAon  of  the  fatal  buA- 
nefs,  that  the'  beach  was  then  almoft  entirely  deferted  by 
the  Indians,  who  at  length  had  given  M'ay  to  the  Are 
of  the  boats,  and  difperfed  through  the  town : fo  that 
there  feemed  no  great  obftacle  to  prevent  the  recovery  of 
Captain  Cook’s  body  ; but  the  lieutenant  returned  on  board 
without  making  the  attempt.  It  is  unneceflary  to  dwell 
longer  on  this  painful  fubjedl,  and  to  relate  the  complaints 
and  cenfures  that  fell  on  the  conduCl  of  the  lieutenant.  It 
will  be  fuflicient  to  obferve,  that  they  were  fo  loud,  as  to 
oblige  Captain  Clerke  publickly  to  notice  them,  and  to 
take  the  depoAtions  of  his  acciifers  down  in  m riting.  The 
Captain’s  bad  ftate  of  health  and  approaching  diflblution, 
it  is'fuppofed,  induced  him  to  deftroy  thefe  papers  a fliort 
time  before  his  death. 
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It  is  a painful  talk,  to  be  obliged  to  notice  circumftances, 
which  feem  to  refledf  upon  the  charadler  of  any  man.  A 
ftridt  regard  to  truth,  however,  compelled  me  to  the  in- 
fertion  of  thefe  fadts,  which  1 have  offered  merely  as  fadls, 
without  prefuming  to  conned!  with  them  any  comment  of 
my  own  : eiteeming  it  the  part  of  a faithful  hiftorian,  “ to 
“ extenuate  nothing,  nor  fet  dowm  ought  in  malice.” 

The  fatal  accident  happened  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  about  an  hour  after  Captain  Cook  landed.  It 
did  not  feem,  that  the  king,  or  his  fons,  were  witnefles  to 
it ; but  it  is  fuppofed  that  they  withdrew  in  the  midft  of  the 
tumult.  The  principal  adors  were  the  other  chiefs,  many 
of  them  the  king’s  relations  and  attendants  : the  man  who 
ftabbed  him  w ith  the  dagger  was  called  Nooah.  I happened 
to  be  the  only  one  who  recolleded  his  perfon,  from  having 
on  a former  occafion  mentioned  his  name  in  the  journal  I 
kept.  I was  induced  to  take  particular  notice  of  him, 
more  from  his  perfonal  appearance  than  any  other  con- 
fideration,  though  he  was  of  high  rank,  and  a near  .rela- 
tion of  the  king : he  was  flout  and  tall,  with  a fierce  look 
and  demeanour,  and  one  who  united  in  his  figure  the  two 
qualities  of  flrcngth  and  agility,  in  a greater  degree,  than 
ever  I remembered  to  have  feen  before  in  any  other  man. 
His  age  might  be  about  thirty,  and  by  the  white  fcurf  on 
his  fkin,  and  his  fore  eyes,  he  api^eared  to  be  a hard 
drinker  of  Kava.  He  was  a conflant  companion  of  the 
king,  with  whom  I firfl  faw  him,  when  he  paid  a vifit  to 
Captain  Clerke.  The  chief  who  firfl  flruck'  Captain 
Cook  with  the  club,,  was  called  Karim ano,craha,  but  I 
did  not  know  him  by  his  name.  Thefe  circumflances  I 
learnt  of  honefl  Kaircckea,  the  priefl  ; who  added,  that 
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they  were  both  held  in  great  efteem  on  account  of  that 
a<5tion  : neither  of  them  came  near  us  afterwards.  When 
the  boats  left  the  fliorc,  the  Indians  carried  away  the  dead 
body  of  Captain  Cook,  and  thofe  of  the  marines,  to  the 
rifing  ground,  at  the  back  of  the  town,  where  w^e  could 
plainly  fee  them  with  our  glafles  from  the  fliips. 

This  moft  melancholy  accident,  appears  to  have  been 
altogether  unexpe<5led  and  unforefeen,  as  wtII  on  the  part 
of  the  natives  as  ourfelves.  I never  faw  fufficient  reafon 
to  induce  me  to  believe,  that  there  was  any  thing  of  de- 
fign,  or  a pre-concerted  plan  on  their  fide,  or  that  they 
purj[X)fcly  fought  to  quarrel  w ith  us : thieving,  which 
gave  rife  to  the  w^hole,  they  w^re  equally  guilty  of,  in 
our  firft  and  fecond  vifits.  It  was  the  caufe  of  every 
mifunderftanding  that  happened  between  us : their 
petty  thefts  were  generally,  overlooked,  but  fometimes 
(lightly  puniflied : the  boat,  which  they  at  laft  ventured 
to  take  away,  was  an  objedl  of  no  fmall  magnitude  to 
people  in  our  lituation,  w ho  could  not  polTibly  replace  her, 
and  therefore  not  (lightly  to  be  given  up.  We  had  no 
other  chance  of  recovering  her,  but  by  getting  the  perfon 
of  the  king  into  our  polfeffion  ; on  our  attempting  to  do 
that,  the  natives  became  alarmed  for  his  fafety,  and  natu- 
rally oppofed  thofe  whom  they  deemed  his  enemies.  In 
the  fudden  conflicfl  that  enfued,  we  had  the  unfpeakable 
misfortune  of  lofing ' our  excellent  Commander,  in  the 
manner  already  related.  It  is  in  this  light  the  affair  has 
alw  ays  appeared  to  me,  as  entirely  accidental,  and  not  in  the 
leaft  ow  ing  to  any  previous  offence  received,  or  jealoufy  of 
our  fccond  vifit  entertained  by  the  natives. 
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Pareah  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  inftrument  in 
bringing  about  this  fatal  difafter.  We  learnt  afterwards, 
that  it  was  he  who  had  employed  fome  people  to  fteal  the 
boat  : the  king  did  not  feem  to  be  privy  to  it,  or  even 
apprized  of  what  had  happened,  till  Captain  Cook  landed. 

It  was  generally  remarked,  that  at  firft,  the  Indians 
fhewed  great  refolution  in  facing  our  fire-arms ; but  it  \vas 
entirely  owing  to  ignorance  of  their  effedt.  They  thought 
that  their  thick  mats  would  defend  them  from  a ball,  as 
well  as  from  a ftone ; but  being  foon  convinced  of  their 
error,  yet  ftill  at  a lofs  to  account  how  fuch  execution  was 
done  among  them,  they  had  recourfe  to  a ftratagem, 
which,  though  it  anfwered  no  other  purpofe,  ferved  to 
fiiew  their  ingenuity  and  quicknefs  of  invention.  Ob- 
ferving  the  flaflies  of  the  mulkets,  they  naturally  con- 
cluded, that  water  would  counteradl  their  effeeft,  and  there- 
fore, very  fagacionlly,  dipped  their  mats,  or  armour  in 
the  fea,  juft  as  they  came  on  to  face  our  people  : but  find- 
ing this  laft  refource  to  fail  them,  they  foon  difperfed, 
and  left  the  beach  entirely  clear.  It  was  an  objedf  they 
never  negledled,  even  at  the  greateft  hazard,  to  carry  off 
their  flain ; a cuftom,  probably,  owing  to  the  barbarity 
with  which  they  treat  the  dead  body  of  an  enemy,  and 
the  trophies  they  make  of  his  bones 

PAR  TIC  U- 


• A rtrr.urkable  inftance  of  this  I met  with  at  Atowai.  Tamataherei,  the  queenr 
of  that  iflanJ,  paid  us  a vifit  one  day  on  board  the  Difeovery,  accompanied  by  her 
bufband  Fatoh,  and  one  of  her  dau2htcrs  by  her  former  hufband  Otecha.  The  young 
princefs,  whofc  name  was  Ofe,rccmo,horanee,  carried  in  her  hand  a very  elegant  fly- 
flap,  of  a curious  coiiflruvlicn  : l!i«  upper  part  of  it  was  variegated  with  alternate  rings 
of  tortoife  fhell  and  human  tone,  and  the  handle,  which  was  well  polifljed,  confifted 
of  the  greater  part  ot  the  os  humeii  cl  a chief,  called  Mahuwra.  He  had  belonged  to 

the 


21 


SOME 

PARTICULARS, 

CONCERNING  THE 

LIFE  AND  CHARACTER 

OF 

C APTAIN  COOK. 

CAPTAIN  COOK  was  born  at  Marton,  in  Cleave- 
land,  in  the  county  of  York,  a fmall  village,  diftant 
five  miles  fouth-eaft  from  Stockton.  His  name  is  found 
in  the  parifh  regifter  in  the  year  1729  (fo  that  Captain 
King  was  miftaken,  in  placing  the  time  of  his  birth  in  the 
year  1727).  The  cottage  in  which  his  father  formerly 
lived,  is  now  decayed,  but  the  fpot  where  it  flood  is  flill 
fhewn  to  ftrangers.  A gentleman  is  now  living  in  that 
neighbourhood,  with  whom  the  old  man  formerly  worked 
as  a common  day-labourer  in  the  fields.  However,  though 


the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Oahoo,  and,  in  a hoflile  defeent  he  made  upon  this  coaft, 
had  been  killed  by  Otccha,  who  was  then  fovcrcign  of  AtowaL  And  thi;s  we  found 
Orereemohoranee  carrying  his  bones  about,  as  trophies  of  her  father’s  vidlory.  T he 
queen  fet  a great  value  upon  it,  and  was  not  willing  to  part  with  it  for  any  of  our 
iron  ware  ; but  happening  to  caft  her  eyes  upon  a walh-hand  bafon  of  mine,  it  {truck 
her  fancy,  and  (he  offered  to  exchange  ; I accepted  of  her  propoliil,  and  the  bones  of 
the  unfortunate  Mahowra  came  at  bit  into  my  poffcffion. 
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placed  in  this  humble  Ration,  he  gave  his  fon  a common 
Ichool  education,  and  at  an  early  age,  placed  him  appren- 
tice with  one  Mr.  Saunderfon,  a fliopkeeper  at  Staith, 
{always  pronounced  Steers)  a fmall  filhing-town  on  the 
Yorkfliire  coaR,  about  nine  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Whitby.  The  bufinefs  is  now  carried  on  by  the  fon  of  Mr. 
Saunderfon,  in  the  lame  Riop,  which  I had  the  curiofity 
to  vifit  about  a year  ami  half  ago.  In  that  fituation  young 
Cook  did  not  continue  long,  before  he  quitted  it  in  difguR, 
and,  as  often  happens  in  the  like  cafes,  betook  himfelf  to 
the  fea.  Whitby  being  a neighbouring  fea-port,  readily 
offered  him  an  oj^portunity  to  jnnfue  his  inclination  ; and 
there  we  find  he  bound  himfelf  apprentice,  for  nine  years, 
in  the  coal  trade,  to  one  Mr.  John  Walker,  now  living  in 
South  W’hitby.  In  his  employ,  he  afterwards  became 
mate  of  a Rhp  ; in  which  Ration  having  continued  fome 
time,  he  had  the  ofier  of  being  maRer,  which  he  refnfed, 
as  it  feems  he  had  at  that  time  turned  his  thoughts  to- 
wards the  navy.  Accordingly,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  in  1755,  he  entered  on  board  the  Eagle,  of  Rxty- 
four  guns,  and  in  a Riort  time  after.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  that  fliip,  a circum- 
Riuice  that  muR  not  be  pafl'cd  unnoticed,  as  it  proved  the 
foundation  of  the  future  fame  and  fortune  of  Captain 
('00k.  His  uncommon  merit  did  not  long  efcape  the  ob- 
fervation  of  that  difeerning  officer,  who  promoted  him  to 
the  quarter-deck,  and  ever  after  jiatronized  him  with  fuch 
zeal  and  attention,  as  muR  reflect  the  higheR  honour  upon 
his  charaefer.  To  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  is  the  world  indebted, 
for  having  RrR  noticed  in  an  obfeure  fituation,  and  after- 
wards brought  forward  in  life,  the  greateR  nauticiil  genius 
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^ that  ever  any  age  or  country  has.  produced.  In  the  year 
1758,  we  find  him  mafter  of  the  Northumberland,  then 
in  America,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Colville.  It 


was  there,  he  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that  during  a hard 


k'rtyJf 


winter  he  firft  read  Euclid,  and  applied  himfclf  to  the 
ftudy  of  aftronomy  and  the  mathematics,  in  which  he 
made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs,  afiifted  only  by  his  own 
-ingenuity  and  indurtry.  At  the  time  he  thus  found 
means  to  cultivate  and  improve  his  mind,,  and  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  of  an  early  education,  he  was  conftantly 
engaged  in  the  moft  bufy  and  a(fiive  feenes  of  the  war  in 
America.  At  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  made 
him  known  to  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  who  committed  to 
his  charge  the  conducting  of  the  boats  to  the  attack  of 
mount  Moreiici,  and  the  embarkation  that  fcaled  the 
heights  of  Abraham.  He  was  alfo  employed  to  examine 
the  paflage  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  to  lay  buoys 
for  the  direction  of  the  men  of  war.  In  fliort,  in  what- 
ever related  to  the  reduction  of  that  place  in  the  naval  de- 
partment, he  had  a principal  fliare,  and  conducted  himfelf 
fo  well  throughout  the  whole,  as  to  recommend  himfelf 
to  the  commander  in  chief.  At  the  conclufion  of  the 
war.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  having  the  command  on  the  New- 
foundland ftation,  he  appointed  him  to  furvey  that  llland 
and  the  coalf  of  Labradore,  and  gave  him  the  Grenville 
brig  for  that  purpofe.  How  well  he  performed  that  fer- 
vice,  the  charts  he  has  publiflied  afford  a fufficient  telti- 
mony.  In  that  employment  he  continued  till  the  year 
1767,  when  the  well  known  voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  for 
obferving  the  tranfit  of  Venus,  and  making  difeoveries  in 
that  vaft  ocean  was  pbnned.  Lord  Hawke,  who  then 
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prcliclccl  at  the  Admiralty,  was  ftrongly  folicited  to  give  the 
command  of  that  expedition  to  Mr.  Alexander  Dalrymple ; 
but  through  the  intereft  of  his  friend  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
Captain  Cook  obtained  the  appointment,  together  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant.  It  was  Ifipulatcd,  that  on  his  return, 
he  Ihould,  if  he  chofe  it,  again  liold  the  place  of  furv^eyor 
of  Newfoundland,  and  that  his  family  fliould  be  provided 
for,  in  cafe  of  any  accident  to  himfelf. 

He  failed  from  England  in  the  Endeavour,  in  the  year 
1768,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  and 
returned  in  1771;  after  having  circumnavigated  the  globe, 
made  leveral  important  difeoveries  in  the  South  Sea, 
and  explored  the  iflands  of  New  Zealand,  and  great  part 
of  the  coaft  of  New  Holland.  The  flcill  and  ability  with 
which  he  condudled  that  expedition,  ranked  his  name 
high  as  a navigator,  and  could  not  fail  of  recommending 
him  to  that  great  patron  of  naval  merit,  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich, who  then  prefided  at  the  board  of  Admiralty.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mafter  and  commander,  and 
a fliort  time  afterwards,  appointed  to  condudl  another  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  fearch  of  the  fupjx)fed 
fouthern  continent.  In  this  fecond  voyage  he  circum- 
navigated the  globe,  determined  the  non-exiftence  of  a 
fouthern  continent,  and  added  many  valuable  difeoveries 
to  thofe  he  had  before  made  in  the  South  Sea.  His  own 
account  of  it  is  before  the  public,  and  he  is  no  lefs  ad- 
mired for  the  accuracy  and  extenfive  knowledge  which  he 
has  difplayed  in  that  work,  than  for  lys  fkill  and  intre- 
pidity in  condud:ing  the  expeditio^f.^^  On  his  return,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  poR^captain,  and  appointed 
one  of  the  captains  of  Greenwich  hofpital.  In  that  Retire- 
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ment  he  did  not  continue  long : for  an  active  life  beft 
fuiting  his  difpofition,  he  offered  his  fcrvices  to  condiidl  a 
third  expedition  to  the  South  Sea,  which  was  then  in  agi- 
tation, in  order  to  explore  a northern  paffage  from  Europe 
to  Alia  : in  this  he  unfortuately  loft  his  life,  but  not  till 
he  had  fully  accomplilhed  the  objeeft  of  the  voyage. 

The  chara<fter  of  Captain  Cook  will  be  beft  exemplified 
by  the  fervices  he  has  performed,  Avhich  are  univerfally  - 
known,  and  have  ranked  his  name  above  that  of  any 
navigator  of  ancient  or  of  modem  times.  Nature  had 
endowed  him  with  a mind  vigorous  and  comprehenfive, 
which  in  his  riper  years  he  had  cultivated  with  care  and 
induftry.  His  general  knowledge  was  extenfive  and  vari- 
ous : in  that  of  his  own  profeffion  he  was  unequalled. 
With  a clear  judgment,  ftrong  mafeuline  fenfe,  and  the 
moft  determined  refolution ; with  a genius  peculiarly  turned 
for  enterprize,  he  purfued  his  objeeft  with  unfhaken  perfe- 
verance : — vigilant  and  active  in  an  eminent  degree  cool 
and  intrepid  among  dangers ; patient  and  firm  under  diffi- 
culties and  diflrefs  ; fertile  in  expedients  ; great  and  original 
in  all  his  defigns;  adlive  and  refolved  in  carrying  them  into 
execution.  Thefe  qualities  rendered  him  the  animating  Ipirit 
of  the  expedition : in  every  fituation,  he  flood  unrivalled  and 
alone ; on  him  all  eyes  were  turned;  he  was  our  leading-ftar, 
which  at  its  fetting,  left  us  involved  in  darknefs  and  defpair. 

His  conftitution  was  ftrong,  his  mode  of  living  tem- 
perate : why  Captain  King  fhould  not  fuppofe  temperance 
as  great  a virtue  in  him  as  in  any  other  man,  I am  unable 
to  guefs.  He  had  no  repugnance  to  good- living ; he  always 
kept  a good  table,  though  he  could  bear  the  reverfe  with- 
out murmuring.  He  was  a modeft  man,  and  rather  bafh- 
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ful ; of  an  agreeable  lively  converfation,  fenfible  and  intel- 
ligent. In  his  temper  he  was  fomewhat  hafty,  but  of  a 
dif}X)rition  the  mod  friendly,  benevolent,  and  humane. 
His  perfon  was  above  fix  feet  high,  and  though  a good- 
looking  man,  he  was  plain  both  in  addrefs  and  appearance. 
His  head  was  fmall,  his  hair,  which  was  a dark  brown, 
he  wore  tied  behind.  His  face  was  full  of  exprellion,  his 
nofe  exceedingly  well-fliaped,  his  eyes,  which  were  fmall 
and  of  a brown  caft,  were  quick  and  piercing : his  eye- 
brows prominent,  which  gave  his  countenance  altogether 
an  air  of  aufterity. 

He  was  beloved  by  his  people,  who  looked  up  to  him 
as  to  a father,  and  obeyed  his  commands  with  alacrity. 
The  confidence  we  placed  in  him  was  unremitting ; our 
admiration  of  his  great  talents  unbounded  ; our  efteem  for 
Iris  good  qualities  affectionate  and  fincere. 

In  exploring  unknown  countries,  the  dangers  he  had 
to  encounter  were  various  and  uncommon.  On  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  he  always  difplayed  great  prefence  of  mind,  and 
a fteady  perfeverance  in  purfuit  of  his  objeCt.  The  acqui- 
fition  he  has  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the  globe  is  im- 
menfe,  befidcs  improving  the  art  of  navigation,  and  en- 
riching the  fcience  of  natural  philofophy. 

He  was  remarkably  diftinguiflied  for  the  activity  of  his 
mind  : it  was  that  which  enabled  him  to  pay  an  unwearied 
attention  to  every  objeCt  of  the  fervice.  The  llriCt  ceco- 
nomy  he  obferved  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Ihip’s  Itores, 
and  the  unremitting  care  he  employed  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  health  of  his  people,  were  the  caufes  that  enabled 
him  to  profecute  difeoveries  in  remote  paits  of  the  globe, 
for  fuch  a length  of  time  as  had  been  deemed  impraClica- 
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ble  by  former  navigators.  The  method  he  difcovered  for 
preferving  the  health  of  feamen  in  long  voyages,  will 
tranfmit  his  name  to  pofterity  as  the  friend  and  benefa<5lor 
of  mankind  : the  fuccefs  which  attended  it,  afforded  this 
truly  great  man  more  fatisfadhon,  than  the  diftinguiflied 
fame  that  attended  his  difcoveries. 

England  has  been  unanimous  in  her  tribute  of  applaufe 
to  his  virtues,  and  all  Europe  has  borne  teftimony  to  his 
merit.  There  is  hardly  a corner  of  the  earth,  however 
remote  and  favage,  that  will  not  long  remember  his  bene- 
volence and  humanity.  The  grateful  Indian,  in  time  to 
come,  pointing  to  the  herds  grazing  his  fertile  plains,  will 
relate  to  his  children  how  the  firft  flock  of  them  was  in- 
troduced into  the  country ; and  the  name  of  Cook  will  be 
remembered  among  thofe  benign  fpirits,  whom  they  wor- 
fhip  as  the  fource  of  every  good,  and  the  fountain  of 
every  blefling. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  the  plate  engraved 
by  Sherwin,  after  a painting  by  Dance,  is  a moft  excellent 
likenefs  of  Captain  Cook;  and  more  to  be  valued,  as  it  is 
the  only  one  I have  feen  that  bears  any  refemblance  to  him. 
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INTRODUC  TION 


OF  THE 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 


INTO  THE 


SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 
HIS  publication  affording  a convenient  opportunity, 


J.  I embrace  it,  to  offer  a few  remarks  upon  a fubjedt 
in  fome  degree  affedling  the  reputation  of  the  late  voyages 
to  the  South  Sea  Iflands.  If  we  for  a moment  fuppofe, 
that  they  have  been  the  means  of  diffeminating  the  vene- 
real difeafe  among  the  inhabitants,  the  evil  is  of  fuch  a 
magnitude,  that  we  are  induced  to  wifli  they  had  never 
been  undertaken.  For  who  would  not  fooner  remain  ig- 
norant of  the  interefting  difcoveries  which  have  been- 
made,  than  bear  the  refledtion  of  their  having  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  an  irreparable  injury  to  a happy  and  un- 
contaminated race  of  people ! 


It 


fk 


1/  t ' "^'  “ -1  s '<..  - 'S  ■- :0 

y ,>.;  ^ : y ^^s 


-■  ' f»  «i  T i » ^ T fli  € ^ i 


I ^4. 


.•j%‘ -jt*WiS»i^  * 

, , S.;  r.-,  ^ 

-^- . . »a- . . ..  -.  :-j. 

a^-A  ^ j- 

i'  S;- :j*  - -is  ■'  ^ 


Oh  ^ '>.  t 


an  A 


■ ■ . ■ -=.,5  51?% 

1^  .s7  >5 


A ' «h«oeri 


■ T •_  .r:i 


!^».^  'v.  ‘ 

V-  :€\ 


Xypy 


^r-'■<^^  *1  •* 


OBSERVATIONS,  See. 


It  is  a point  of  difpute  between  Captain  Wallis  and 
Monf.  Bougainville,  which  of  their  fliips  it  was,  that  in- 
troduced the  difeafe  to  Otaheite.  And  we  find,  that  Cap- 
tain Cook  was  apprehenfive  of  his  people  having  left  it  at 
the  Friendly  Iflands.  Without  enquiring  into  the  grounds 
of  convidlion  they  had  in  former  voyages,  I am  ftrongly 
inclined  to  believe,  from  my  obfervations  in  the  laft,  that 
it  is  a fubjecSl  about  which  they  are  very  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived ; and  that  what  is  laid  down  as  pofitive  fa(5t,  could 
be  no  more  than  matter  of  opinion. 

In  the  laft  voyage,  both  Captains  Cook  and  King  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Sandwich  Iflands  re- 
ceived that  diftemper  from  our  people.  The  great  defer- 
ence I pay  to  their  judgment  on  every  occafion,  will  hardly 
allow  me  to  dilTent  from  it  in  the  prefent  inftance ; and 
yet  I muft  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  the  fame  evidence  which 
proved  convincing  to  them  in  this  cafe,  did  by  no  means 
appear  fo  to  me,  and  I will  endeavour  to  alfign  my  rea- 
fons.  When  we  firft  difeovered  Sandwich  Iflands,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1778,  the  fliips  anchored  at  two 
of  them  (viz.  Atowai  and  Neehaw)  where  parties  were 
lent  aftiore  for  water,  and  to  purchafe  provifions  of  the 
natives.  On  this  occafion,  I muft  bear,  my  teftimony 
(for  1 was  then  in  the  Refolution)  to  the  very  particular 
care  taken  by  Captain  Cook,  to  prevent  any  of  his  people 
who  were  not  in  perfedt  health,  from  having  communi- 
cation with  the  fhore,  and  alfo  to  prevent  women  from 
coming  on  board  the  fliips.  That  this  humane  precaution 
anfwered  the  intended  purpofe,  we  had  great  reafon  to 
believe  ; for  not  one  of  thofe  who  did  go  on  fliore  was 
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afterguards  in  the  furgeon’s  lift,  or  known  to  have  any 
complaint;  which  was  the  moft  convincing  proof  we  could 
have,  of  their  being  well  at  the  time.  We  therefore  were 
under  no  apprehenfions  on  this  head,  when  we  vifited 
thefe  illands  a fecond  time,  about  eleven  months  from  our 
firft  difcovering  them.  We  then  fell  in  with  two  iflands, 
(viz.  Mowee  and  Ouwhyee)  belonging  to  the  group,  which 
we  had  not  feen  before ; and  very  foon  found  that  the 
venereal  difeafe  was  not  unknown  to  the  natives.  This 
excited  no  little  concern  and  aftonifhment  among  us,  and 
made  us  anxious  to  learn  whether  or  no,  fb  dreadful  a ^ 
calamity  had  been  left  at  Atowai  by  our  lliips,  and  fo 
propagated  to  thefe  iflands.  But  the  fcanty  knowledge  we 
had  of  their  language,  made  this  a matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty, and  rendered  the  beft  intelligence  we  could  get  but 
vague  and  uncertain.  While  we  were  cruifing  off 
Ouwhyee,  I was  told,  that  fome  Indians  had  vifited  the 
Refolution  with  that  complaint  upon  them,  and  that  they 
feemed  to  intimate,  that  our  (hips  had  left  it  at  Atowai ; 
whence  it  had  found  its  way  to  this  ifland. 

This  account,  I confefs,  appeared  at  once  very  improba- 
ble to  me,  and  rendered  me  very  defirous  of  an  c^portu- 
nity  to  examine  fome  of  them  myfelf : for  I found  the 
above  ftory  gaining  univerfal  belief,  and  felt  fomewhat 
hurt,  that  we  fliould  take  to  ourfelves  the  ignominy  of 
fuch  an  imputation,  without  fufficient  proof  of  its  being 
juft.  During  our  ftay  at  Keragegooah  bay,  where  we 
had  conftant  opportunities  of  direding  our  enquiries  to 
the  moft  intelligent  of  the  natives,  I met  with  none  who 
could  give  me  any  information  on  the  fubjecl,  nor  could 
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I learn  that  they  had  the  leaft  idea  of  our  having  left  it  at 
Atowai,  or  that  it  was  a new  thing  amongft  them.  This 
tiicumftance,  added  to  the  very  flight  reliance,  which  ex- 
perience had  taught  me  to  place  in  any  intelligence  ob- 
tained from  the  Indians,  through  the  medium  of  their 
language,  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I had  entertained 
from  the  firft,  that  the  meaning  of  thofe  Indians  had  been 
mifunderflood  on  board  the  Refolution.  An  inflance  hap- 
pened foon  afterwards  which  convinced  me,  that  no  credit 
whatlbever  is  to  be  given  to  fuch  information.  We  had 
not  been  long  arrived  at  Atowai  a fecond  time,  before  an 
Indian  came  on  board  the  Difeovery,  who  appeared  to  the 
gentleman  who  firfl:  fpoke  to  him,  clearly  to  charge  us 
with  having  left  the  difeafe  at  that  ifland,  on  our  former 
vilit.  As  I was  known  to  be  an  unbeliever,  the  man  was 
at  lafl:  referred  to  me ; and,  I confefs,  I was  a little  ftag- 
gered  at  firft  with  the  anfwers  he  gave  me  : but  prefently, 
lufpeding  from  his  manner,  that  he  would  anfvver  every 
queftion  propofed  to  him  in  the  affirmative,  I afked  him, 
if  they  did  not  receive  the  difeafe  firft  from  Oahoo ; a 
neighbouring  ifland,  which  we  had  not  touched  at,  when 
we  were  in  thefe  parts  before : the  man  dire(5lly  anfwered, 
that  they  had  ; and  ftrenuoufly  perfifted  in  the  fame,  every 
time  the  queftion  was  put  to  him,  either  by  myfelf,  or 
the  gentleman  who  had  firft  examined  him.  Such  con- 
tradictory accounts  as  thefe,  prove  nothing,  but  our  igno- 
rance of  their  language,  and  confequently,  how  apt  we 
are  to  be  mifled  in  enquiries  of  this  fort.  I never  put 
any  confidence  in  them  myfelf,  and  have  often  been  fur- 
prized  to  fee  others  put  fo  much.  Yet  thofe  who  have 
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maintained  that  we  left  the  difeafe  at  Sandwich  Iflands, 
have  no  better  foundation  than  this,  to  reft  their  opinion 
upon.  Whether  it  be  fufficient  to  fupport  fuch  an  accu- 
fadon,  I will  leave  others  to  judge,  after  what  I have  re- 
lated above ; and  proceed  to  point  out  fuch  other  circum- 
ftances  as  tend  to  prove,  that  the  difeafe  was  not  left  at 
thefe  iflands  by  our  fliips.  From  every  thing  we  could 
learn,  it  appeared,  that  there  is  but  little  intercourfe  be- 
tween Atowai  and  the  iflands  to  windward,  efpecially 
Ouwhyee,  which  is  about  fifty  leagues  diftant : and  the 
neareft  to  Atowai,  which  is  Oahoo,  is  five  and  twenty 
leagues.  There  is  generally  fome  mifunderftanding  be- 
tween them,  and,  excepting  for  hoftile  purpofes,  the  in- 
habitants rarely  vifit  each  other.  But  were  we  even  to 
allow,  that  there  is  a frequent  intercourfe  between  them, 
which  from  the  diftance  alone  is  highly  improbable,  yet 
it  is  hardly  pofliblc,  that  the  difeafe  fliould  have  fpread  fo 
far,  and  fo  univerfally,  as  we  found  it  at  Ouwhyee,  in  the 
Ihort  fpace  of  time  which  intervened  between  our  firft  and 
fecond  vifit  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  On  the  fame  fuppo- 
fition,  it  will  appear  very  extraordinary,  that  we  Ihould 
have  found  it  more  common  by  far  at  Ouwhyee  than  at 
Atowai,  the  place  where  we  are  fuppofed  to  have  firft  left 
it.  That  this  was  the  cafe,  however,  from  my  fituation 
at  that  time,  as  furgeon  of  the  Difeovery,  I am  able  to 
pronounce  with  fome  certainty.  • The  priefts  pretended  to 
be  expert  at  curing  it,  • and  feemed  to  have  an  eftablifhed 
niode  of  treatment ; which  by  no  means  implied,  that  it 
was  a recent  complaint  among  them,  much  lefs  that  it  was 
introduced  only  a few  months  before. 
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Whence,  or  at  what  time,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
received  difeafe,  or  whether  or  not  it  be  indigenous  among 
them,  is  what  I do  not  pretend  even  to  guefs  ; but  from 
the  circumftances  above-mentioned,  I think  myfelf  war- 
ranted in  faying,  that  there  are  by  no  means  fufiicient 
proofs  of  our  having  firft  introduced  it ; but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  were 
afOi^ed  with  it  before  we  difcovered  thofe  illands. 
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